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points of Reſiſtance, i 
invaded. 


our religion and rights ſhould be 


iſt, That the Chriſtian, religion doth plainly forbid the 


Reſiſtance of authority. 


adly. That though our religion be eſtabliſhed by "Bi 


yet in the ſame law which eſtabliſhes our religion, it is 
declared, that it is not lawful upon any pretence what- 


ſoever to take up arms, &c. Beſides, that there is a par- 


* 


ücular la dechring the power of the militia 6 be 


ſolely in the King; and dat tyes the hands of ſubjects, 


though the law of nature, and · the generili ruled vf Strip- 
ture had left us at liberty, which I believe they do not, 


becauſe the government, and peace of human ſociety 
could not well ſubſiſt upon theſe terms. 
Dr. Tillogſn' Letter to Lord Ruſſel when under 

- -- .  condenunation in Newgate, July'2oth; 1683. 
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u 3 bet -whh- 8 the- 8 
obſerve, a ſtrong confirmation, 
pleaſing truth advanced by him in 
his dedication; * that the principles main- 
**. tained in the diſcourſe, have of late be- 

% come } nd 1 
flatter myſelf, that the moro thoſe princi- 

_ ples are eanvaſſed, the mo 
neſs will appear, and the 
the abhorrente of them, 
however, ſeems determined not 
the faſhion ag yet, if we may judge from 
the Accęſton Sermon he has publiſhed. In 
ag terrified, he has et up-his-banners 
for tokens j "and is not only for ming.” 


: of — * 


2 3 - 


Jos,” with his axes and hammers, 7-0 
caryed work of our goodly fabric, he is 
for deſtroying the very foundations thereof. 
His laſt performance, I agree with you, is 
no leſs exceptionable than the former; and 
in compliance with your repeated ſolicita- 
tions, I have made ſome remarks on it; 


ö which otherwiſe it was not my intention 


to have done, the Strictures being, as 1 
thought, a ſufficient anſwer. to every thing 
he could urge in —_— of his 8 
e 

On the reverſe of his title page, the 
Doctor has given us a quotation from Biſhop 


 Hoadly, by which: he would infinuate, that 


they who now have the heart to defend 
the Revolution, are for that reaſon ſtigma- 
tized as a dangerous ſort of men, and that 
they who ſo ſtigmatize them are enemies 


to the Revolution. The Doctor has here 


raiſed an outwork, from whence he ex- 
pects to play upon us with great advant- 


age, but he will find himſelf miſtaken ; it 


will ſoon be ſilenced and turned againſt 


him, to his no ſmall annoyance, It is not 


becauſe the Doctor and his Whig-brethren 
have the heart to defend the Revolution, 


but becauſe they have the heart (I had al- 


moſt 


3 "A 7 


: E $. * 
moſt laid, the audacity) to defend it on 
principles which the Revolution diſclaims, 
and ſo betray the cauſe they pretend to 
ſupport, that they are repreſented (and 
very juſtly too) as a dangerous ſort of men 
by thoſe, who are not therefore (as the 
Doctor would have it underſtood) enemies 
to the Revolution, but the real friend of 
our preſent happy eſtabliſhment. »''We 
make our: boaſt, that by the Revolution 
our excellent conſtitution was preſerved to 
us in its priſtine Nate of health and vigour; 
but had ĩt proceeded on the principles laid 
down by the Doctor and his aſſociates in 
politics, inſtead of preſerving, it had de- 
ſtroyed the conſtitution 3 for they ground 
it on the power of the people, and the 
right of depoſing Kings; whereas, by the 
undoubted and fundamental laws of this 
kingdom, prior to the Revolution, it is 
declared, that © neither the peers of this 
* realm, nor the commons, nor both to- 
*« gether, in parliament, or out of parlia- 
c ment, nor the people collectively or re- 
1. preſentatively, nor any perſons whatſo- 
e“ ever, ever had, have, hath, or ought 


* to have, any coercive power over the 
i 6. 106 perſons 
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This, the wiſdom of the: Con 
and to avoid the breach of | the:Jaws,; they = 
very judiciouſly founded; the Revplytion.on = 
the abdication,. and the unecht of the - 
throne. That the Revolution was eſtabliſh» 
edi on this. footing: is clear ftum the; pres 
amble to the aft of ſottlement; and that 
t abhors the depoſirig docttĩne is no leſs 
evident; for not only thei laws: in being 


ment whatever 
plead for itc as: preſerving, ari they who 


0 4 3 
* hs the Kings of this ecalrn;*,” 
wen tion ſaw; 


before the Revolution, which: abfalutely 


condemn it, remain, to this. dan unrepealed 


and in fulli fprce, but other laws; of the 
fame tenor have been onacted ſince the Re- 


volution. Who then are the beſt friends 
to the Revolution ? They who defend it on 


the principles maintained by the Revolu- 


tion itſelf, and om which the government 


actually does ſubſiſt, or they who would 
Juſtify. it on principles which the Revolu- 
tion condemns, and on which no, govern» 
can: ſubſiſt They who 


eontend for iti as ſubyerting the Conſtitu- 
tion — They who diſtinguiſn between the 


n in e nud wo ee, in 


12 PO, 2. 


16 hs 


1 


N 5% 
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1688, or they make: ono found: them, and 
render the latter as odious as the former, 
the guilt of which (in the emphatic lan- 
guage of our church) nothing leſs than the 
blood of the Son of God can expiate ? And 
who are the beſt friends to the gracious 


Prince now on the throne? They who, with 
the law, acknowledge his hereditary right, 
an they, who-in-defianee, of law allow him 


no! right but their ſovereign: will? They 


ha reverence him as the miniſter of Godꝭ 


5 by whom Kings reign, and to bo obeyet? 
for conſcience ſake; or they who: conſider 


him as, the creature of the people, do- 
pendent on their breath for his very exiſt⸗- 
ende, and who), at every turn, atrrogantlyß 


tell: him, that for their pleaſure: he was 
created and at their pleaſure he may be 
annihilated? When:there was a project on 
foot in the latter end of the reign of Queen 


Anne, for introducing. the Engliſh epiſ- 
.copacy into Pruſſia, and the Electorate of 
Hanover, Mr. Bonnet the Pruſſian Miniſter at 


London, in aletter to his maſter, mentions as 
_ political objection, that it: would be mat- 
ter. of triumph to the Tories, and give um- 
brage to the Vbige, on whom the houſe 
« Hanover: principally de nded for ſups 
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T9: 
port. To this it was replied by Doctor 
ages, the King of Pruſſia's Chaplain, 
that the Tories, truly and properly ſo 
called, were zealous defenders of the 
houſe of Hanover, the church and mo- 
On the contrary, under the 

c iſm were concealed fac- 
tions, which, if let alone to ſtrengthen 
themſelves, would not be leſs dangerous 
to the houſe of Hanover than to the 
church and monarchy.“ 


cloak of whigg 


The ſagacious 55 


Fablonſti had no difficulty to determine 
who were friends, and who were enemies 

to the Revolution and the Proteſtant ſuc- 
ceſſion in the houſe of Hanover; he ſaw. 


through the fallacy of Whig pretenſions, 


the event has juſtified his opinion of them, 


| and we at this day, I think, muſt allow 
he had an excellent diſcernment. 
The Way being ſo far clear, and the en- 


gineer's redoubt turned againſt him, we 
may now proceed to the main work, the 
Sermon itſelf. The Preacher opens it with 
the aſſembling together of the ſeven Perſian 


' nobles, after the maſſacre of the Magi, to 


deliberate on the important \queſtion— 
What form of government they ſhould 
then eſtabliſh 7 He tells us what was ſaid, 


1 2 „ 
or might have been ſaid, (for he exceeds 
the authority of bis hiſtorian) on the ſub- 
ject by the different nobles, and makes the 
ſpeaker in favour of a democracy impreſſed © 
with as Ju an idea © of that equality and 
* independence, in which the God of na- 
. ture has produced us all, ” as if he had 
been. the . profeſſor's own pupil. 1 was 
afraid indeed, leſt his zeal ſhould have 
tempted. him to continue the narration, 5 
and urge the ſtory of the ſtallion, (which 
might not have been ſo proper from the 
pulpit,) as an argument againſt the Giving 
inſtitution. of. government; but he pru 
dently ſtopt ſhort, only obſerving, that we 
remembered the iſſue of the conference; 
and perhaps after all, he refrained from 
mentioning the circumſtance of a kingdom 
being obtained by the neighing of an horſe, 
as thinking it would operate not leſs for- 
cibly againſt the human than againſt the 
divine inſtitution of government. If the 
propriety of the Doctor's prefixing this 
portion of profane hiſtory, to a diſcourſe on 
the Chriſtian duty of ſubjection to rulers, 
| ſhould not ſtrike the generality of readers, 
and the caſe of David under Saul, or the 
* under 3 9 captivity be 
| | . thought 


% 


; [ "1 5 
thought more pertinent to the ovcafion, - 
let them reflect that he makes i it intro- | 
ductory to what he thinks a compliment | 
to our own government, and 1. Py. they 8 

will be ſatisfied. © c « 
* Our anceſtors, the Doctor gat were 4 
« wiſer than the nobles of Perſia, in'the ,' 
. & eſtabliſhment of our government.” ; 
They were, and what wonder when we 
conſidet their ſuperior advantages? they 
had the ſacred code for their direction, 
which the others wanted. They were 
wiſer too than ſome of their deſcendents; 
or we had not been bleſſed. © with ſtatutes 
% and judgments fo ri gbteous as all' the. 
* Jaw which is ſet before us this day.“ 
They neglected not the advantages they 
enjoyed, but proceeded on ſure grounds. 
The frame of our conſtitution is very dif- 
ferent from the Doctor's idea of it; and to 
ſuppoſe it ſo weakly conſtructed, is paying . 
it but an ill compliment. He repreſents 
it as of a mixt nature, compoſed of „three 
« ſeveral orders, each of them having an 
* influence too powerful to be trampled 
7 by either, or by both the others 
% with impunity.” But in this he is cer- 
tainly miſtaken, It was a doctrine broached 
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ot the time of the grand Rebellion (I hops 
it is not now, brought forward with the 
lame traiterous deſigns).that the King was 
a part of the Parliament, and one of the 
three eſtates, go · ord inate with the we 
houſes of Lords and Commons but this 
doctrine, though vulgarly and almoſt gene- 
rally believed, is unknown to our law.; 
far by the law, the theęe eſtates of the 
realm. are the Lords ſpiritual, the Lords. 


temporal, and the Commons, the King 


not being one of the three eſtates; but 
diſtinct from, aud ſuperior, to them. Of 
this we. have a convinging, proof in the 
office of our church for the 5th of No- 


vember, which. has the ſanction of an at 


of Parliament; and I am ſurpriſed the 
Doctor ſhould not recqllect it fox, no |; 

doubt, as a friend to the Revolution, he 
always attends. diyine ſetvice on that day: 


5 If he will only turn to the place, he will 


find that we there hleſs. God, not for pre- 
ſerving the three eſtates, King, Lords, and 
Commons, but for preſerving the King 
and the three. fates of the realm of Eng- 
land aſſembled in Parliament. And does 
nat the prayer appointed to be read during 
the. Mellon, of Parlinegens, ſpeak the ſame 
1940 - C 5 language, 
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WF”; 
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( 160) 
language, where" we pray for the High 
Eovurt of Parliament afſembled, not wih, 


as co-ordinate; but under our moſt reli gious | 
and gracious King, 'as elt to him. The 


oath of allegiance is a further evidence of 
the like truth; and 1 ſhould think it muſt 


be matter of great conſolation to the Doc- 


tor to hear it. © The ſerving two maſters 
is more than 4 man can well do; but to 
have three to fetve muſt be diſtreſfing i in- 
deed. We do not ſwear to bear faith and 
true allegiance to the King and the two 
houſes of Parliament, as our ſupreme and 
ſovereign Lords, nor is there any treaſon 

againſt the Parliament ; but we ſwear to 
beat faith and true allegiance to'the King, 5 
and him we are to defend to the utmoſt 
pf our power, againſt all traiterous conſpi- 
racies and attempts whatſoever, which 
ſhall be made againſt his perſon, crown, | 
ordignity. And to put the matter out of 
all doubt, that the two houſes of Lords 
and Commons are not the ſovereign autho- 
rity, but our fellow-ſubjeQts," 'we have 


their own teſtimony for it; they ſtyle 
themſelves his Majeſty's moſt dutiful and 


Toyal ſubjects, and take oaths of 2 iy 


Ki ET e bim to de the 


preme 


657100 


preme go vernor in all oauſes / and over ali 
5 — The Doctor's mixture of three 
ſupreme dependent powets ſhaken toge- 
ther, each at the ſama time ſuperior and 
inferior, contraulivg and controuled by one 
another, is a mixture that can agree with 
no conſtitution, but muſt inevitably bring 
on convulſons, and end in the diſſalution 
of the body politic, wbetever it is admi- 
niſtered. Of ſuch 4 ſyſtem Tacitus might 
well remark; that if it ever happened to 
be eſtabliſhed in the world, it would not 
continue long: and the English hiſtory has 
not, as the Doctor ſuggeſts, rendered ſuſ- 
picious this obſervation of Tacitus; for of 
the Engliſh government, it eannot * as 
FBrmed, that it is ſo conſtituted. 
As nothing, (the Doctor thinks), o. can 
contribute more to the ſtability of the ſtate 
than a clear comprehenfive view of the re- 
lation which ſubſiſts between the people 
and thoſe whom they have appointed for 
their governors, having on a late occaſion 
enlarged on the rights, he now proeceds 
to explain the duties of the people.“ | The 
Doctor you ſee, is ſteady ; though-reaſon, 
ſcripture, hiſtory, experience are all againſt 
ow he perſiſts in his opinion, that go- 
Irs C 2 vernors 


| ((: 127 5 
vernvrs are appointed by, and deriye cher : 


authority from the people. However, in 
the judgment of others, he may have been 
confuted, he certainly is not oonvineed. If 
he were, he would confeſs it 4 we have hi? 
own word for it, im his letters to. Mr. Gib 
bon, that he in not back ward to acknows 
« ledge his miſtakes when .convineed that 
ho is in an error to convince him of his 
errot is the diffleulty, 5% labor, bor op, 
tocompliſti that point, let ednviction take 
place, and confeſſion will ſoon follow.” A 
comprehenſive view of the relation be- 
"tween the people and their governors, the 
Doctor obſerves muſt contribute greatly to 
the ſtability of the ſtate; - but for this pur - 
poſe it is neceſſary that the view be juſt, 
otherwiſe, inſtead of contributing to the 
ſtability, it may operate to the deſtruction 
of the ſtate. To ſay that parents are the 
appointment of their children, and have no 
authority over them without their confent 
firſt aſked and obtained, would net, I ap- 
Prehend, be giving a juſt view of the rela- 
rion between theme nor would ſuch a 
view contribute .muck! to the peace and 
| happineſs of the family. As little conſo- 


nant to truth, and as little condacive to 


h 


0 the ſtability of the Kate -is the repreſenta- | 


tion that governors are the appointment 
of the peop le, and that no laws ate bind- 


' ing on the people, to which they have not 
goeth about to 


. 94. perſuade à multitude; that they are not 


conſented, «He who 


% {© well governed as they ought to be, 
« will never want attentive and favourable 
s hearers;” and he who perſuaded the peo- 
ple, that they have à right, when they 
think they are not well governed, to put 
down one and ſet up another ruler, will 


find them ready at every turn to aſſert that 


right, and diſpoſed to reſiſt, when it is 
their duty to obey. But let us ſee what 
the Doctor has to offer on the ſubject. As 
he: enlarged ſo mueli on the rights of the 
people, it will be well, if in explaining 
their duties, he does not in a manner ex- 
pinin them all away. 


The firſt duty which ſubjects owe e to 
the civil magiſtrate (as the Doctor ob- 


| © ſerves) is obedience. And the Chriſ- 
tian religion, (he ſays) has been thought 
* by ſome to enjoin unlimited obedience.” 


But he ſhould have told us by whom, for 


J never heard of any who maintained it; 


If by unlimited, he means paſſive obedience, 


which 


1 + +, Ca) 5 
which I ſuſpe& he does from his uſing the 
term as ſynonymous to non=re/iance, Iam 
ſorry, that a' maſter in Iſrael ſhould not 
| know theſe things better. There is ſurely 
an eſſential difference between obeying un- 
lawful commands, implied by anlimitad obe- 
dience, and patient ſuffering for not obeys 
ing them, which is, properly ſpeaking; 
paſſfve obedience; To charge the main- 
' tainers of that doctrine with' aſſerting, that 
the Chriſtian religion enjoins us to.obey 
* man rather than God,” which he here 
actually does, is bringing an evil report 
againſt them with a witneſs; but it is as 
falſe as the report of the ſpies againſt the 
Holy Land; and I hope the Doctor will 
not only be-convinced of, but readily ac- 
knowledge his error, in this reſpect at leaſt, 
whatever he may do in others. Though, - 
indeed, as to the doctrine of non- reſiſtance, 
even in its genuine ſenſe, the Profeſſor 
does not know how to be reconciled to it: 
He cannot think that the Chriſtian reli= 
gion takes from mankind ** that liberty of 
reſiſtance, in extreme cafes, which the 
very frame of our nature demands as an 
inalienable right, and which the voice of 
* e ..._ reaſon 


— 


141 
renſon at well as of humanity allows®!?, 
But if the doctrine of non - reſiſtance is to 
4 n n eee to our na- 


. There are . ae of and 1 doubt * 
who have à juſt abhorrence. of the ſeditious prinei- 
ples of Doctor Prise, and yet ſeg. no harm in our 
author's maintaining the right of reſiſtanoe in ex- 5 
treme caſes, To ſuch, let me recommend the ſe- 

rious conſideration of the following note in Doctor 
Pricer's 5 Additional 0s eryations on the Nature and Va- 
lu 'of Civil Librrty, p. 22, ſubjoined to a compli- 
mental note on Doctor Watſon's Sermon, entitled, 

Tube Principles of the Revolution vindicatad. Some 
6 (ſays he) who maintain this doctrine concerning 
66, government (viz, a right in the ꝶ7¹ to govern 

: i, the many independently of their own choice) 

e .overthrow their own, ſyſtem by acknowledging 
« the right of rehſtance j in certain caſes, For, if 
60 there js ſuch a right, the people muſt be Judges 
| 70 hen it ought to be, exerciſed; 3 2 right to reſiſt 
4 only when civil governors ' think there is reaſon, 
- of being a groſs abſurdity and nullity.— The right 
6 of reſiſtance, therefore, cannot mean lefs than a 
* right in the people, whenever they think it ne- 

4 ceſſary, to change their governors, and to limit 
s their power. And from the moment this is 5 
76 done, government becomes the work of the peo- . 

a 5 and Soberhors become their "truſtees or 
fe agents”, - A due attention to this note of Doc- 
by: Pot 7 may wer the * of inn on 
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tuce, we may, upon the ſame principle, 
reject all the diſtinguiſhing doctrines of: 
the goſpel. Mortification and ſelf-denial 


are doctrines by no means agreeable to fleſh 
and blood. Taking up the croſs; the in- 


diſpenſable condition of being Chriſt's: diſ- 
ciple, is rather irkſome to the frame of 
corrupt nature, which prefers, caſe to ſuf 


fering, and continually demands what the 


goſpel denies. To part with houſes and 
lands, honours and preferments, and TR 
life. itſelf alſo, are *© extreme caſes,” 
which many profeſſors of Chtiſtianity — | 
to be excuſed complying with the rule of 
the goſpel. But as theſe doctrines are ne- 
eds the doctrines of the goſpel; ſo 
the Chriſtian religion may take from man- 
kind the liberty of reſiſtance, though the 
frame of corrupt nature demand it, as an, 


 inalienable right; and the word of. God 
may forbid, what the voice of deprayed 


reaſon allows. The Doctor, however, has 
_ * _ to une that ea 


955 Auge of 3 for, let our 2 855 8 
principle of the right of reſiſtance in certain caſes 
be once. admitted, and all the extravagancies of 


Doctor Price's Yew of civil Arg will follow. * 


Fqurie. 


(7) 
ance is not a ſcripture” doctrine, with what 
ſucceſs x we ſhall foon'be'able to judge. 4 
In the opinion of the Profeſſor, the | 

doQrine” of Non-Reſiſtance has been 

prineipalj founded upon à diſtorted in- 

terpretation of ſome few paſſages in the 

_ Epiſtles, ' His bufinefs, "therefore, is to | 

fet that Araight, which he apprehends 5 

bas been made crooked. His firſt Eſſay 

for this purpoſe, is with the 13th chapter 

of the Epiſtle to the Romans; and it is 

ſurprifing to fee how he labours to render 

the whole paſſage: flexible and obedient 

to his will. To underſtand fully the 

weight, and tendency of the Apoſtle's 

reaſoning in that place, he thinks it ne- 

ceſſary to conſider the particular circum- 

ſtances of the perſons to whom the 

Epiſtle was addreſſed; and he does it in 
- ſuch an extraordinary manner, as can | 
not fail to (convince us, that there is 

ſcarce any r to an he is not 

ele 253-100 202 | 
About ix years before st. Paul 
.;00 wrote to the Chriſtrans at Rome, the 

a Fees 7 Claudius,” as the Dr. informs 

s, © had baniſhed the Jews from that 

4 « city, for raiſing continual tumults - 95 

ä 5 2 « againſt | 
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et SAY the late, impulfore Chrefo! 1 The 


learned differ as to the meaning of Sue 


toniuss expreſſion, impulſore Chreſiq but 


to the Doctor it ſeems maſt prohable, that 
* the Jews, in becaming Chriſtiaps, had 


„ ſhewn a diſpoſition. to rebel againſt 


*« government, from the notion of Jeſus 
« as the anointed of God, being the long 
% expected Prince, who was to overcome 
se the Romans, and to redeem Iſrael.” 
Now, of all the moſt probables I ever 
met with, this ſeems to me one of the 


moſt. improbable. That the Jews, in 


becoming ſubjects of the Prince of Peace, | 
ſhould ſhew a diſpoſition to rebel again] 
the goyernment, under which they lived, 

is ſorely not 'at all likely. That they, 


— rejected Chriſt in expectation of 4 


temporal Meſſiah, did raiſe continual 
tumults againſt the ſtate i is true; but that 
they, who believed 'in him, and knew 


that his kingdom was not of this world, 


ſhould not, in taking up the Croſs, lay 
down their arms, is hardly to be ſup- 


| poſed ; and when we conſider the quiet, 


retired character of the primitive Chriſ- 
tians, we muſt, I think, conclude with 


the author of a late work, entitled an 


— pology 


3 150 
Ar pology for Chriſtianity, Ke. that t* «Men, 
er ſuch as theſe, would have made but poot 
*« Conſpirators . As to the queſtion. pro- 
poſed by the Apoſtles to Chriſt, the day 
he - aſcended, Wilt thou al this time reſtore 
again the kingdom to Iſrael ? whatever 
might then be their notion of the Meſs 
oy babs kingdom, it is evident from their 
diſcourſes, after they had received the pro- 
miſe of the father, (which they waited for 
at Feruſalem, not in plotting againſt the 
State, but in prayer and ſupplication that 
they were ſo inſtructed in the nature of 
it, as not to look upon the Meſſiah as a 
temporal Prince to free them from the 
Roman yoke, but as an almighty Saviour 


ſent to deliver them from the bondage of 


Sin, and the power of Satan. Neither 
was that declaration which was made, 
when à cloud received him out of their fight, 
that he would ſo come in like manner, as they 
bad ſeen him go into heaven, interpreted by 
them into any expectation, ſufficient, (as 
the Doctor would have it) to excite the 
jealouſy of the Roman ſtate, for inſtead of 


2 See p. 189. : 
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repreſenting the time of his return as near | 


at hand, they declare, that the heaven muſt 
receive him, until the times of the reſtitution 


of all things; that is, till the laſt day, 
when he ſhall come again, in like manner 
as he went, in the clouds of Heaven, to 


judge the world, and every eye ſhall ſee 


him. And how the we of the 


Jews, who rejected Chriſt as an impoſtor, 
becauſe he did not appear in the character 
of a temporal Meſſiah, could interpret into 


any expectation at all, the declaration of 
#15 coming again, in whom they did not 
believe, requires a ſagacity not inferior to 


the Doctor's to comprehend. That the 


redemption St. Peter preached in his 


firſt ſermon on the day of Pentecoſt was 


not temporal, but ſpiritual; and regarded | 


as ſuch by the three thouſand ſouls who 


were converted, the that runs may read ; 
for when they were pricked in their heart, 
and ſaid unto Peter and the reſt of the 


Apoſtles, men and brethren, what ſhall we 


do? Peter did not ſay unto them, raiſe 
tumults, for Meſſiah, your temporal Sa- 


viour, cometh ; but repent, and be baptized 


in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the re- 


miſſion 


1 8Þ| 
miſſion of, oo, not for deliverance from the 
Roman yoke, and ye ſhall recerve—what? 
the riches. and honours of this . world ; 
no, but the gift of the Holy Ghoſt, and the 
kingdom of God. They, who gladly re- 
ceived this word, were baptized, and con- 

tinued, as we find, in the Apoſtle's doc- 

trine, which the ' Profeſſor need. not be 
told, was that of obedience and ſubmiſſion, 
of peace and quietneſs, of humility and 
meekneſs ; and how ſuch men, as was 
| obſerved before, could ſhew any diſpoſition 
to conſpire againſt, or diſturb the govern- 
ment of Cæſar, it is hard to conceive. 
The Dr. further remarks; „ that the 
i received maxim amongſt the Jews, that 
« the Meſſiah would free them from the 
« Roman yoke, was the principle by which 
o many falſe Chriſts were continually ex- 
* citing tumults in Judea; and which in- 
% duced the Jews to begin that rebellion, 
CT which ended in the deſtruction of their 
city, and their civil polity ;” and to 
him “ it does not appear an unreaſonable. 


"08, conjecture to ſuppole, that the ſame opi- 


cc nion had operated i in the ſame manner 


« upon the minds of thoſe, who acknow- 
* Jedged 
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t jedged Jeſus to be the true Meſliah.” | 
Indeed! why, they who acknowledged 
Jeſus to be the true Meſſiah, received 
him as the anointed of God, ent, not to 
deliver them from the Roman yoke, but 
to bleſs them by turning them from their 
iniguities; but they who followed falſe 
Meſſiahs looked for freedom from the 
Roman yoke only, and not from tlie do- 
minion of fin. The true Chriſt com- 
manded his diſeiples to put up the ſword, 
and not refiſt lawful „ telling 
them, that all they that take the fivord, 
ſhall periſh by the fword; but the falſe 
Chriſts enjoined theirs to draw, not put up 
the ſword, and excited them to rebellion 
againſt Cæſar. How then can it be faid, 
that the expectation of a temporal Saviour 
to redeem them from Roman bondage, 
was the ſame, and had operated in the 
fame manner on the minds of thoſe who 
acknowledged Jeſus to be the Meſſiah, 
and thoſe who acknowledged him not ? 
To the Doctor it may appear not an unrea- 
ſonable conjecture to ſuppoſe, that the 
principles, and practices of unbelieving 


Jews, and beliering Chriftians, were alike; 
but 


| Cc *3 ) 
but to every conſiderate perſon, Who bas 
no favourite point to carry by ſuch ſup-, 
poſition, the direct. contrary muſt appear; 
; for **-what concord hath Chriſt with Belial, 
es or he that believeth, with an infdel BP 5d 
However, © be this as it may, let us 
not deſpair; if one probable will not ſtand, 
we ean but try another. The Doctor ſays, 
e Are certain, at leaſt from the teſti- 
* many of Joſephus, that the whole na- | 
. tion af the Jeuut, had become. infected 
5c. with the ſeditious principles of Judas 
* the. Gaulonite, who taught that it was 
pot lawful. to acknowledge ſubmiſſion 
te to any earthly governor, or pay tribute 
« to the Romany.” But what is that to 
the Chriſtians ? A great deal in the Doctor 8 
opinion; for St. Paul ſeems, as he 
thinks, in his Epiſtle to the Chriſ- 
f© tians at Rome, to have had a particular 
te view to refuting theſe tenets, for an ad- 
* herence to which, probably, theJews and 5 
5 Chriſtians had heen baniſhed the city.“ 
And does he feally believe it probable, 
that the Chriſtians did adhere to the ſe- 
| ditious principles of Judas the Gaulonite ? 
This is Joſtifying all the Heathen perſe- 


* Fqtions 
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; cutions '6f them, for if they were guilty 
of raiſing tumults and ſeditions, they de- 
ſerved what they ſuffered. Surely the 
Doctor has taken a leaf Sut of Mr. Gib- 
bon's book, - and tacked it to his Sermon 
by miſtake. A Lyſan the chief captain, 
might aſk an Apoſtle,” Art not thou that 
Egyptian, which before theſe days maileſt an 
uproar, and leddeft out into the wilderneſs 
four thouſand men that were murderers 7 
But for a doctor of divinity, a guide of 
tte blind, an inſtructor of the ignorant, 
not to diſtinguiſh between unbelieving 
Jews, and believing Chriſtians, Oh'! tell 

it not in Gath. Thou that teacheſt an- 
other, teacheſt thou not thyſelf ? That the 
Jews perſecuted with unrelenting fury, 
the Profeſſors of the Chriſtian religion, as 
well as Chriſt himſelf the founder of it, 

and were induſtrious to repreſent them as 
enemies to Cæſar and his government, is 
evident from the Scriptures of the New 
Teſtament and Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory ; and 

it is well obſerved from Origen by the 
learned Apologiſt| before quoted, that the 

45 Jews, i in the very beginning of Chriſtian- 


6 75 were the authors of all thoſe calum- 
| * % „ nies 


ve E 


6 


„„ 
„ nies which Celſus afterwards took ſuch 
ee great delight in urging againſt the 
6 Chriſtians *; but that the charge was . 
moſt malicious and unjuſt, is not leſs evi- 
dent from the inconſiſtency of .it, with 
the goſpel precepts, which they ſo ſtrictly 

practiſed. When the doctrines of Jeſus, 
and the principles of Judas, are as oppo= 
ſite as light and darkneſs, where is the 
probability, that the diſciples of the for- 
mer ſhould adhere to the tenets of the. 
latter f | 
And after all; why this attempt of the. 
Doctor's to rob the primitive Chriſtians 
of that name, which is better than 
% ointment ?”' Why this. endeavour to 
deſpoil them of that robe of innocence, 
which they purchaſed at the hazard, and 
not ſeldom at the expence of their ves ? 
Admitting that the Apoſtle had in view 
the refutation of the ſeditious principles of 
Judas the Gaulonite, was it at all more 

neceſſary to his argument to. conclude, 
that they, to whom he wrote, were 
infected with them, than to ſuppoſe from 
the en to ** owe no man any thing,” 


* Ses p. 190. - : 2. 
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that they all ſhewed a diſpoſition- to run 
in gebe Or would it be praper to infer, 
that we aro to lay but little fireſs on what 
the Apoſtle ſays, becauſe: he had a pare 
ticular reaſon for ſaying it; which is 
plainly the whole drift of the Doctot's 
commentary? Whether they were, r 
were not ſeditiouſſy affected, is not the 
doctrine the ſame — that every. ſpul is to be 
faubject to the higher powers, fir there it 10 


power bur of God-—that the powers that. be, 


are ordained of God. that whoſoever re- 


 ffteth the power, refiſteth the ordinance of 


God-—and that they that refift 


ſhall recerve 


t themſelves damnation ? Yes certainly: 
but it ſuited the Doctor's purpoſe better 
to have it thought otherwiſe; becauſe 
if they were refractory members of ſo- 


ciety, propagating opinions deſtructive of 


all government, then in their puniſhment 


they only received the due reward of their 


_ fceds, and the Apoſtle might, on the 


Doctor's principles, enjoin them to take 
it patiently; but if they were perſecuted 


for righteouſneſs ſake, the enforcing obe- 


dience to their oppreſſive Rulers in ſuch 

ſtrong terms, and under ſuch ſevere penal» | 

ties, would look like preaching Non-re- 
ſtance z 


muſt be his 


027 ) 
kane ; and the Docter, you know, 10 


engaged to preſent the Ap olle te our vive | 
en immaculate Whig, waſted clean * 
every foul imputation of Toryhn. H 

veal for the good old- tauſe; not any tell | 
WM-will towards the primitive Chriſtians, 
1 dare believe, tempted him to bring this 
falling actuſation againſt them, and that 
apology with the candid, un- 

my learned friend, the Author of 

etters to Mr. Gibbon, to whom I am 
obliged for ſome excellent remarks, 


- will write a better for hitn. If che 


his cauſe, from the unfavourable tepte· 
ſentation he has given of the Chriſtians in 
_ thoſe days, he muſt ſurely be diſappointed; - - 
and perhaps what he has farther to ad- 
vance in ſapport of it, may not be attended 
with better ſucceſs. 
One deſign of St. Paul in his Epiſtle to 
| the Chriſtians at Rome was, the Doctor 
thinks, * to refute the tenets of Judas and 
4 his followers, who held it unlawful to 
acknowledge ſubmiſſion to any. earthly 
& governor, the Lord Jehovah being their 
« only Lord, or to pay tribute to the Ro- 
* mans.” -In oppolition to theſe erroneous 
5 2 2 


r expected any gteat advantage. © .. 


opinions, © the Avoltle nn informs « 
them,” as the Doctor obſerves, ** that 
« there was no civil power but of God, 
« that all powers were ordained of God, 
1 that Rulers were God's Miniſters, and 
1 « that tribute was to be paid to them as 
ZH « to the Miniſters of God; all which: he 
| looks upon as equivalent to ſaying, **.it was 
4 a great error in them to rebel againſt the 
4 ſtate, and refuſe paying tribute, from a 
* perſuaſion of the unlawfulneſs of ſubmit- 
* ting to a heathen magiſtrate, or acknow- 
« ledging a human governor; for every civil 
1 government, though not particularly ap- 
ee pointed as the Jewiſh, was providentially - 
« ordained by God for the benefit of man- 
* kind; to do them good, by being a terror 
« to evil works; and heathen. magiſtrates 
had a right to expect tribute from them 
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| e for attending continually upon that very 
Ut! * thing, the puniſhment of their vices, and 
| ( 2 the protection of their innocence. By 
i; this judicious paraphraſe, which, you ſee, 
ih fully preſerves the ſpirit of the text, at 
it the ſame time that it throws great light 
4 upon the ſubject, the Doctor, without 
doubt, would fain convince us, that it 
5 was by no means 000; Apoſtle's intention | 
1 | we abſo- 
bis 


2 — 
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| abſolutely to deny the n of di 
He aſſerts, indeed, the lawfulneſs of ſub= 
miſſion in general, to human governors, 
againſt the error of thoſe, who held it 
unlawful to ſubmit to any at all; but 
that is very. different from maintaining 
that they are in no caſe to be reſiſted. 
On the contrary, does not he. himſelf 
preſcribe the meaſures of ſubmiſſion, 
when, after declaring that all powers 
were ordained of God, he ſays, that 

| Rulers are not a terror to- good works, 
but to the eyil, and are the miniſters of 

God to us for "good? Is not this clearly 
pointing out to us, who are the ordinance 

of God, and who are to be obeyed as 

ſuch? When Rulers, inſtead of being a 
terror to. evil, are a terror to good works, 
and inſtead of being miniſters to us for 
good, are miniſters for evil, do they not 
ceaſe to be the ordinance of God, and 
are they not then to be reſiſted? Go- 
vernment, if adminiſtered , for the benefit 
of mankind, the end of its inſtitution, 
is to be obeyed as the ordinance of 
God ; 3 abuleg to their deſtruction, it 
is to be reſiſted as no longer having the 
ſanction of divine authority. Such is 
"MF r 55 Fg 
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God himſelf; and declares, that 27 that 
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LI. Cf 5 | 
the ſubſtance of the interpretation put on 
the Apoſtle by the Doctor, in favour of 
Reſiſtance, and in confortnity to the 


ſyſtem of Biſhop Hoadly; and what tore 
could he have done that he has not done 


to make a complete Whig of him? But 


with what Propriety, tet us now con 


Ader. 
Whether St. Paul in his Epiſtle to the 


| Romans had i it in view to tefute the tenets of 


any particular perſon or not, it is manifeſt, 
— he inculcates the duty of ſubjection 
to government, as the ordinance of God, 


An the ſtrongeſt terms; he does not ſay in 


the lax ſtyle of his paraphraſt, © it is a 


1 great error to raiſe tumults and ſeditions 
* from a perſuaſion of the unlawfulneſs 
of ſubmitting to heathen magiſtrates,” 


nor does he grant indulgences for diſobe- 
dience in caſes of mal-adminiſtration; no, 


he repreſents rebellion as a fit of the deep- 
eſt die, he conſiders reſiſting government, 


which is the ordinance of God, as reſiſting 


refit ſhall receive to themſelves damna- 


| fox; without the leaſt intitnation as I can 


perceive, that governors are to be obeyed 
no longer than while we think they are 


upright 5 


6 


upright and act W to law. As to 
««. rulers being nat a terror to good works 


« but to the evil, and the miniſters of God 


« to, us for good, on which the Doctor 


lays ſo great ireſs, I apprehend it will in 
Government 


no wiſe fayour his ſcheme, 
without doubt, was ordained for the bene= 
fit of mankind, and if it is to be obeyed 


ſo long as it anſwers that end, it muſt al- 


ways be qbeyed ; for it is never ſo badly 


adminiſtered as not to be preferable to 


anarchy : and the many bleſſinge conſtantly 
derived from it to the community in ge- 


noral, infinitely outweigh the evils parti- 
cular perſons. may ſometimes ſuffer from 


it. The people are better in any hands 
than their own, and the eruelleſt tyrant is 
a miracle of mercy when compared with. 
the people ſet free from all reſtraint, and 


let looſo one upon another, as they are at 


preſent in America; and J have no doubt 


but that the loyal party of that country, 
hatraſſed, plundered, perſecuted, and pro- 
ſoexibed, as they have been and now are in 


many places, are convinced of this doctrine 
by woful experience, But ſuppoſing rulers 
| ſhould deviate from the line of their duty, 
and not ll the d gy of their appoint- 


ment, 
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rity, 
wiſh this doctrine to prevail in all caſes ? 


6329 


| ment, do they therefore ceaſe to be the 


miniſters of God ? Is man'leſs-the creature 
of Gad becauſe by his folly he defeats the' 
gracious intention of his-maker in creating 
him? We learn from Soripture, that God 
maketh a wicked man to reign for the ſins 
of the people, ſo that the wickedneſs 'of 
the ruler is no proof that he is not the or- 
dinance of God, nor that the divine coun- 


ſels may not be accompliſhed by him. The 


profeſſor ſtrenuouſly contends, that a failure 
in m— amounts to a forfeiture of autho- 
ut is he quite ſure that he would 


In regard, however, to the paſſage under 
conſideration, it is plain, that the Apoſtle 
is deſcribing the duty of governors, with- 


out ſuppoſing they will not, though they 


ought not to tranſgreſs the rule; for the 
rulers, of whom he ſpeaks, perſecuted the 
Chriſtians, and put them to all manner of 
tortures, not for being rebels, but for be- 
ing Chriſtians ; ſo that unleſs chriſtianity 

was not a good work (at the very ſuppoſi- 
tion of which, the Doctor muſt ſhudder) 
the Roman emperors, when they perſe- 
cuted it, were a terror to good works, And 


> an ring this, * did not, in 


the 


I believe, that the Doctor has not) rightly 
explained it, why, then we ſee no ſuch , 
thing; on the contrary we. ſee, that the 
Doctor is only kicking againſt the pricks 
in attempting to overthrow a ſyſtem built 


8 1 = 
the opition of the Apoſtle, ceaſe to be the 
powers, 


ordinance. of -God'j for of theſe 
which then were, does he aſſert, that they 


are ordained of God; and to them does he 
command every ſoul'to be ſubject, forbid- 


ding reſiſtance upon pain of damnation. 
Seeing theo, that the Apoſtle declares all 
power is of God, and injoins Chriſtians to 

yield ſubjection to Heathen rulers, as the 
— of God, even when perſecuting 
them to death for no other crime than their 


faith in Chriſt, I think, we may fairly 
conclude, that the Doctor was miſtaken in 
his man, and had a harder taſk than he was 


aware of, when he thought to make a 


Wig. of St. Paul. 


_ & If, (ſays the Door) we have rightly 


69 explained. the occaſion of writing this 
% famous paſſage, we may ſee with what 
little reaſon ſome men have thence built 
« their ſervile ſyſtem of unlimited (he will 
«© know better another time, he ſhould have 
« ſaid paſtve)obediencez” but if we have 


not, (and proof enough has been given, 


on 


— — — . 7˖ :̃7rĩ Oo = 
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on the foundation of Prophets and 
tles, Chriſt Jeſus himſelf, the chief corther 
ſtone,” St. Paul “ is addrefling himſelf,“ 
the Doctor ſays, to a very inconſiderable 


_ part of the inhabitants of the greateſt 


% city then in the world ;” but ſurely not 
to them only, he addreſſes them as Chriſ- 
tians, and the Epiſtle was intended for the 
inſtruction of the church in all ages and 
places, for no ſeripture is of private in- 
« terpretation.” The ſpirit of God in 
dictating to the Apoſile had reſpect to the 
latter days, no leſs than the time then 
preſent ; he foreſaw there would ariſe men 


of perverſe minds, Tpeaking. proud things, 


and ſaying, all power is of the people, Who 


is lord over us? and for our admonitivn, | 


who live in the dregs of time, when ſuch 
pernicious tenets are broached even from 
the pulpits, and greedily ſwallowed by ſome 
people, was it written, let every ſoul be 


ſubjedt to the higber powers, for there it no 


power but of God. The Doctor indeed, 
can diſcover at once the duty of a conſci- 
entious obedience to thoſe, who are e the 


* miniſters of God to us for good“ and 


that it ſeems is as much as he can diſco« 
ver; though one ſhould have thought from 
the 


(350) 


the eireumſtance pf the Ar poſtle' 8 enjoin= 
ing obedience to a Call wh Claudius, a 
Nero, he might have di #6 fomethin 
more, even the duty of a conic 
obedience to thoſe'who are "the tiniſters | 
of God to us,” whether for good, or evil. | 
He cannot difcover, that the Apoſtle 
« had any intention of layin an obliga- 
tion upon the Senate, Yu the whole 
people le of Rome, if they ſhould ever be⸗ 
dome Chriſtians, to ſtretch out the neck 
us) and wait with ſuhmiffive expeftation, till 
* fone haughty tyrant had ſtruck it off; 4 
perhaps not, but he might have diſcovered, , 
| At the Aj _ C ſtretched ont” his own 
neck, «5 the ſtroke with ſubmiſ- 
ee iye Wes on;“ and, as he exhorts 
his Chriſtian brethren to be followers of 
him, and walk. as they have him for an 
enſample, had the ſenate of Rome been 
converted to the faith, and had the provi- 
dence of God brought them into ſimilar 
_ circumſtances with st. Paul, 1 think we 
may diſcover, that it would have been thejr 
duty to do likewiſe. Where the Doc- 
tor diſcovered, what 1 believe nobody elſe 
ever did, that in preaching the doQrine of 
non-refiſtance, the "Apoſtles precept had 
144 
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635, 


contradicted his 


ance, which the frame of our. nature, 1 
apprehend the Doctor will allow, do 
demand as an inalienable right. 300 0 


The Doctor's next experiment is with St. 


Peter. And as he before endeavoured to 


elude the force of St. Paul's argument 
againſt reſiſtance, by limiting the ordinance 


of God to good governors only, ſo now he 
has reccurſe to another expedient for the 


ſupport of his crazy fabric, and repreſents 


8t. Peter ſpeaking of government, not. a8 


the ordinance of God, but of the people, 


Both Apoſtles, he tells us, inſiſt, on the 
ſame doctrine of obedience to civil magiſ- 


trates, but their motives to it are not dee 
_ rived from the ſame principle. St, Peter, 


having nothing to do with thoſe portent - 


ous Gaylonite Chriſtians, which have given 


the Doctor and me ſo much trouble, had 


no occaſion, it ſeems, to conſider govern» 
ment as the ordinance of God, which'St, 


Paul was obliged to do, to ſerve the pre · 
ſent turn, but as inſtituted by man; /ub- 


mit yourſelves, ſays he, to every ordinance 
of man, Not * we are therefore to ſup⸗ 


Air. 1 cannot gueſs, e 
-poleſs. it Was, when he © refiſted,, unto 
blood“ but that is liberty of refiſt= 


ee? 2 5 * * 


Ay) 


paſo any contradiction chetzween Ihe Apo. 
Ales; no, certainly they both mean the 
ſume thing for, according to the Doctor. 
. whether government be: of dlvine, or hu- 
man inſtitotion, the rulers are, to he obeyed 
NO; longer than while they, who ard to 
bey them, and. for hoſa benefit they | 
were appointed, think they act forthe the 
public, that i6, their private good. But 
really, notwithſtanding the Doctors a. 
ſutance to the contrary, if one Apoſtle 
. ſpeaks. of government as the ordinanoe of 
God, and the other as, the (ordinance. of 
man, there is: ſuch an offential difference 
between them, that I do nat ſee how. they 
are to be. reconcileds When St. Paul de- 
clares, be powers that, be. are ordained of 
Cad, it muſt imply, that the authority; is 
divine, for the Apoſtle. could not mean 
that the Roman government was of his 
particular appointment but to. ſay, in 
| contradiſtinction to St. Paul, L St. Peter 
is ſuppoſed by the Doctor to do, that it ig 
the ordinance of man, is making the au- 
thority merely human ; and how then can 
it be ſaid, there is no contradiction between 
them? Though indeed the queſtion, with 
we is, Whether. St, Peter does aſſert go» 
, -: vernment 1 


(a) 


vernment to be inſtituted-by man. in the 
ſenſe the DoRor.intimates, or in any ſenſe 
the leaſt different from St. Pall; hay ra- 
ther, it is clear to me, be doe hot; nor 
would thete have been the ſhidow of 2 
pretence for ſoch ſuppoſition; had the pe 
ſage before us been rendered, as Þ appre- 
hond it very well might have been“, Sub- 
mit yourſelves to every human conflitution, or 
government; and had the Doctor added 
what follows in the text, r be Lord's 
fake 3 for then it had been evident, the au- 
thority was divine, though tho! government 
human, the age of St. Runes would 
have appeared uniformly the fame with 
that of St. Paul, let every foul be fubjt# to 
the higher-pmwer's, for there i no per but 
of 'God,; the powers that be are ordained of 
God, and the two Apoſtles would have been 
found to derive the motive to obedience 
not from a different iple, as the Doc- 
tor ſuggeſts, but "om one and the a 
n 1 a6 
However various the forme ef govern⸗ 
ment may be, and however differently | 


* See the Reverend Mr. Parkburſt's Greek and 
Engliſh Lexicon, on the word x]iTc, an incom- 
parable work, which might be of great "ſervice to 
the Doctor in his theological ſtudies. 


| conſti- 


((391)) 


conſtituted; the authority of them all is 
from God; end not from the people. 
The power of lift and death, neceſſatily 
roſident in all: 
proof of it. The people cannot give this 
| power; for they have it not. No man 
bath power over his own life, and how 
then can any man give that to another, 
which he himſelf has not? This power is 
to be derived from God alone; he only, 
who gave, hath a right to diſpoſe of life, 
and the ſword in the hand of the ruler is 
the ſword of God. It is ſo, even in elec- 
tive ſtates, where the people (improperly 
ſo called) haue the 5 + the rulers, far 
the authority of the: rulets:is-no more de- 
rived. from the electors becauſe they choſe 


them, than the authority of the huſband 


from the wife, or of the maſter from the 
ſervant, for the ſame reaſon. The choice 


of the huſband is from the wife, and of gi, 


maſter from the ſervant, and the choice of 
the rulers in ſuch ſtates is from the people, 
but the au 


from God. They were each of them free 
as to their choice, but after choice made, 
they are not free as to their duty; and as 


8 the wife cannot diſobey the huſband, nor 
* 


government is an undoubted 


is not from them, it is 


(4⁰ 


the Tervantithe maſter, ſo neither the peo-⸗ _ 
ple their rulers; without diſobeying God, 
who hath made the huſband ths 8 8 of 
his wife, ar Cbriſt is the bead-of the chutch,. 
the maſter; lord over his . ſervants, :2ohom, 
they are to count worthy of all honour; and, 
| be! obedient unto them, as unto Chrift, and. | 
| hath commanded the people every where; - 
0 be ſubject to powers and; principalities, and 
to obey magiſtrates. . ** Chriſtianity,” the 84 
Doctor obſerves, enforces ciyil obedi - 
«© ence, which the law of nature points, | 
is out, by new. penalties ;” and. it enforces,: - 
let me obſerve, ſuch obedience, as the law: 
of nature points not out, and the natural 
man cannot brook ; it orders us to be ſub- 
jett—not only to the good and gentle, but. 
alſo to the froward, and when we ſuffer for. 
well doing, to take it pairentlys as acceptable | 
with Gl. „ 
We have now ſeen what thai Door his. 'N 
to offer on the duty of obedience: to civil. 
magiſtrates; and from his manner of hand- 
ling the ſubject, may we not aſk, Is he for 
or againſt it? he is ſo fearful ef adminiſ- 
tring occaſion to that implicit obedience. 
paid by the people to their rulers, which. 


_ * 4s the diſeaſe of the times,. and 
; 0 


(4 

to which human nature is ſo prone, that 
he is more earneſt to maintain the right of 
_ refiſtance than. to inſiſt on the duty of obe- 

dience; and it muſt be confeſſed, that 
whoever makes the Doctor's meaſure of 
ſubmiſſion the rule of his conduct towards 

his governors, is in no danger of offending 
through exceſs of deference to authority. 
He ſays, indeed, that the doctrine of non- 
reſiſtance is founded upon diſtorted inter- 
pretations of ſcripture ; but ſurely, in all 
the ten -perſecutions, never were poor 
Chriſtians ſo tortured as the two Apoſtles 
have been by the Doctor, in order to ex- 
tort from them the contrary doctrine; 
they, nevertheleſs, as we fee, perſevere in 
their confeſſion, that they are Chriſtians, 
and “ are not aſhamed to ſuffer reproach 
« for the name of Chriſt.” The Doctor 


may expreſs his ſurpriſe, that the Chriſtian 


religion ſhould be thought by any to enjoin 
_ paſſive obedience; but when he finds how 
miny have thought it, and who they are, 
perhaps his furprife may be ſtill greater. 
Chriſt Jeſus, the author and finiſher of 
our faith, taught his diſciples not to refi/t 
evi, but to pray for them that deſpitefully uſed 
Rada perſecuted them; and the doctrine he 
5 | taught, 
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8 he inuſtratel by his own example, 
_\ Fer 4700 he 2 ant a good 


C425 


| fence. ke bim af): nes he he 


might have commanded twelve legions of 


Angels to his defence, he patiently endured 


be contradiftion of finners, and was led like 


g lamb to the Naug ter; they condemned and 


filled the juſt, zh he did not refift them. 

% The glorious company of the Apoſ- 
&« tles“ were ſtedfaſt and unmoveable in 
this doctrine, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord. The duty of fubjection 
for conſcience ſake, which , they preached 
to others, they practiſed themſelves. hen 
Suffering for well-doing, they took it pa- 
tiently, as being called tbereunto, Coriſt 
having ſuffered for them, and left them an 


example, that they ſhould follow his fleps. 


For Bis ſake they were killed all the 27 
long, they were as ſheep appointed for the 
Haughter; and they rejoiced that they 
were counted worthy to fu Nr. for Bis 21 
name. 

The goodly fellowſhip of the Pro- 
ſs phets” ' proclaimed aloud, "=o can ſtretob 


forth 


3 tus 


Arth bis. hand again the. Lord's 4 ave. 
and be gr + 585 154 jare © held forth as 


343 £%#* + 4 


they bore —_ to the 1 ang 5 
ſealed it with their blood. We are taught 
(lays. Polycanp to the preſident, who had 
| commanded. him to ſwear by the emperor's 

genius in-the name of the C riſtians) % We 
are taught to yield obedience to all 
46 principalities and powers ordained under 
God, except in doing things, which are 


=. {deſtructive of our ſouls : therefore. do as 
thou pleaſeſt, caſt, me. to the wild 


, 
[Au 


4 
1. beaſts, or into the fire, which is not to be 
« compared t to that eternal fire, which thou 
« knoweſt not to be reſerved' for the un- 
« godly at the laſt judgment.” We 
% (lays Cyprian) are become a very numer= 
sous people, and the greater part of the 
empire, yet not a man of us does reſiſt, 


% when, apprehended, nor revenge the in- 


« juries. we endure.” , 
The holy chureh throughout all the 


; ” world, „ this doctrine, ag 


the ancient liturgies with one conſent de- 


clare; and that the church of England ta 


this day profeſſeth the ſame faith, her at- 
G2 ticles, 
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(44) 
| ticles, canons, homilies, and Iiturgy fuff- 
ciently evince. In her articles the main- 
tains, * that the King's majeſty hath the 
« chief power in this realm of England, 
% and . his dominions, unto ' whom 
« the chicf government of all eſtates of 
* this realm, whether they be ecclefiaſti- 
e cal, or civil, in all caufes doth apper- 
er 0 17 and is not, nor ought to be fabje& 
4 to any foreign jurifdiction;“ by which 
*. . no leſs the power of the peo- 
ple than of the Pope; for if the Pope, who 
| enen azd to a divine right, had no power 
over kings, much leſs have the people, 
who pretend to an inferior right only, 
the right of compact. And in her ca- 
nons ſhe declares, that the King's power 
within his realms is the higheſt power 
under God,” (conſequently not account- 
able to, nor reſiſtible by the people) «to. 
« whom all men, as well inhabitants, as 
* born within the fame, do by Gods laws 
«© owe moſt loyalty and obedience.” In 
her bomilies ſhe is no lefs expreſs, that 
* Chriſt taught us plainly, that even the 
* wicked rulers have their power and au- 
*« thority from God; and therefore it is 
* not lawful for their N to with- 
427 en 
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« ſtand them, although they abuſe their 


% power. If they command us to do 


% any thing contrary to Gods command 
ment, in ſuch a caſe, we ought to ſay 
« with the Apoſtle, we muſt rather. obey 


« God than man, but nevertheleſs, in that 
«caſe we may not in any wiſe withſtand 


1 violently, . or rebel againſt rulers, or 
« make any inſurrection, ſedition, or tu- 0 


„ mults, either by force of arms, or other- 


46 wiſe, againſt the anointed of the Lord, 


40 or any of his appointed officers, but we 


<< muſt. in ſuch caſe patiently ſuffer all 


* wrongs and injuries, referring the judg- 
«©, ment of our cauſe only to God.“ And 
in her liturgy,, ſhe acknowledges © God 
ec (not the people) to be the only ruler of 
* princes ;” that the King is God's mini- 
| ter, and the people's ſovereign z and di- 
rects us to pray, that all his ſubjects duly 
*, conſidering whoſe authority he hath, 
„ may faithfully ſerve, honour, and hum- 
«© bly obey him according to God's bleſſed 


word and ordinance,” ſince to rebel 


againſt him would be fighting againſt 


God, whole name he bears, and by whoſe 7 


| D 2 \ 
Nor does the church only maintain 
this 
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this gditrine; - it is uniformly the doQrine 
of the ſtate alſo; for not to mention that 
the articles; homilies, &c. being'ratified 
by Acts of Parliament, are a part of the 
law of the land, and the doctrines of the 
ſtate, as well as of the church; nor to 
mention many other acts which are ex- 
preſs for Non- reſiſtance, the act eſtabliſh- 
ing the abjuration oath, which requires 
s all perſons in office to ſwear to defend 
% the King to the uttermoſt of their 
10 power, againſt all traiterous conſpi- 
«,racies-and attempts whatſoever, which 
4% ſhall be made againſt his perſon, crown, 
4 or dignity ;” * and to make this declara- 
tion, ** heartily, willingly, and truly, 
« upon the true faith of a Chriſtian,” is 
full to the point; for reſiſtance cannot 
be agreeable to this abjuration, as to reſiſt 
is not the way to defend. 1 
And. to complete this collection of 
teſtimonies in favour of Non- reſiſtance, 
I will produce one more, which, perhaps, 
the Doctor may not ſuſpect; but I truſt 
it will be deciſive with him, as it is the 
authority of * a friend who ſticketh cloſer 
„ than a brother, of no leſs a perſon 
than the RecGiuvs ProFEssOR of Divinity 
| g in 


EE 
in the Univerſity of Cambridge, who hath. 
ſubſcribed ex animo to the King's ſupre- 
macy, in all cauſes, and over all perſons, 
and to the Common Prayer, as well as 
the articles of religion; which contain this . 
doctrine. 7 ae 
- Seeing then, we are An with 
10 great a cloud of witneſſes, and ſup- 
ported by ſuch authorities, the Profeſſor 
himſelf bringing up the rear, I think we 


may conclude, without ſuſpicion of fin= 


gularity, or danger of error, that paſſive. 
« obedience is a doctrine which ſhines 
% with as high and flaming an evidence 
ce throughout the whole New Teſtament, 
, & as the very hiſtory of our Saviour's life 
« does, which was a kind of comment 
upon it. For the Chriſtian religion, 
& both in itſelf, and in its author, is a 
« ſuffering religion, a religion teaching 
« ſuffering, injoining ſuffering, and re- 
« warding ſuffering ; and to expreſs all 
F* in a word, it was Chri/t's paſſive obedience 
* which redeemed the world; and for 
% any one who wears the name of a 
$ Chriſtian to ſcoff at, or write againſt 
it, and at the ſame time to look to be 
4. ſaved 


1 


«© ſaved by it, is certainly very ſtrange and 
«« prepoſterous, and too much in all 
«* conſcience for any, but ſuch Profeſſors 
1 of Chriſtianity, as live and practiſe ina 
* direct defiance of their profeſſion .. 

+ As to the objection, that paſſive obe · 
dience, or non- reſiſtance is a ſlaviſn de- 
generate principle, miniſtring to the pur» 
poles of tyranny and oppreſſion, it is a 
great miſtake; and when we conſider, 
that the doctrine is of God, it is repre» _ 
ſenting the Father of mercies, , as the 
parent of cruelty, which is exceedingly 
impious. Suppoſing the wiſdom and pro- 
priety of the divine law, exacting ſuch 
ſubmiſſion ſhould not be obvious to our 
narrow comprehenſion, we ought to ac» 
quieſce in it with all humility, as know- 
ing it muſt be holy, juſt, and good. 
Whatever cvils our ſagacity may appre- 
hend from the law, all the poſſible incon- 
veniences of it muſt have been manifeſt 
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wth lawegiver, for « the fooliſhneſs of 
„God is wiſer than men; and we may 
be aſſured, as * he doth not willingly 
t afflict nor grieve the children of men,” 
that the. obſeryance of it. would .not be 
made our duty, wete it not at the ſame 
time our happineſs, That this precept 
bes à view to the welfare of ſociety in 
4 general, I think, muſt be app parent to any | 
dne, who conſiders it with the leaſt at- 
tention. . Paſſi ve obedience inſtead of _ 
being a faviſh. degenerate: principle, is 
_ certainly g principle of liberty and ſe- 
cyrity ; for how can we be free and ſafe. 
from the. oppreflion of powerful neigh- 
| hours, or the outrages of lawleſs robbers, 
unleſs we live under à government with 
ſufficient power to keep the peace and 
protect us Þ And how can a government be 
able to protect us, which is not able to 
defend ige, which it is not, if it is re- 
. Aiſtiblez for government reſiſtible, is no 
government. at all? And ſo far is this 
Principle from promoting the cauſe of 
tyranny, that it is the moſt effectual bar 
againſt it. In all civil concerns, it makes 


* law the rule of obedience, and can 
„ . there 


(50) 
there be a better method of allerting the 


' rights of the people | by law, than the 
. unlawful commands by p atient 
| ſuffering f The malltainets f W prin- 
ciple are tlie ſtrongeſt advocates for the 
laws, againſt unbounded pretogitive;* and 
we had a remarkable inſtance of it, in the 
magnanimous | behaviour of ſome relates 
in the laſt centüry. We are told diſmal 
ſtories of the dreadful hayock tyratits 
would make it the world, if this eib 
ciple. prevailed univerſally';' they might 
through luſt of power deſtroy all their 
people, and reign without ſubjects: 
whereas, did this principle ptevail, they 
would be able to make little or no havock 
at all; for none of their ſabje&s would 
be ready to execute their unlawful com- 
mands, and they would ſoon be tired of 
| doing the buſineſs themſelves. The Tories 
are not ſuch drivellers as the Doctor takes 
them to be, they love liberty and property 
.as well as their neighbours; and as to 
their cheatful, ſocial diſpoſition, the 
opinion of it is ſo well eſtabliſhed; chat it ; 
has ſometimes been turned: to their re- 
Prosch. The nature of things is ſuch, 
_ that 


5 
/ 
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"that all, mankind. muſt engage in ſome 
ſervice: or other; and the Tories being no 
friends to ſlavery, like that beſt which is 
eaſieſt. There ate, propetly ſpeaking, only 
two maſtets ; We cannot ſerve both, and 
one of them we muſt ſerve; the choice 
of which we will ſerve, i is left to ourſelves, 
and his ſervants: we are. o whom we 
obey. The 7. eries prefer that waſter, 
4 ' whoſe. ſervice is perfect. freedom; J the 
Whigs are of a different opinion; if they 
are pleaſed with the wages of their maſter, 
Jean only fay, I am ſorry for their taſte, 
J envy them not. It is reſiſtance, and not 
paſſive obedience that is the ſlaviſh prin- 
eiple, as they will find Who hold it: re- 
ſiſtance leading naturally to a military 
power; the moſt terrible, expenſive, and 
deſtructive of all power; to which they 
who are ſubject are in abſolute ſlavery, 
becauſe they have no longer the benefit of 
the Law; the only law in ſuch a caſe, 
being the will of the conquering Party * 
as this unhappy country found to its coſt 
under the grand ieee of the laſt 
cehiugg. 

% The duty next in importance to the 


« rendering of obedience (as the b. Bb. 
g H 2 0 Ob- 


ts) Oe 


« bſerves) is the rendering of honour to 
en the civil magiſtrate.” . In my remarks 
on what he has adyanced under- his head, 
I ſhall be very brief. There is, indeed,” 
ſufficient 9 for animadverſion (the 
Doctor eres a *. ſcant meaſute of 
honour, no leſs than of fabmiffion) but 
there is little need of it; for it having 
been fully ſhewyn, that magiſtrates are to 
be obeyed as the miniſters of God, it __ 
lows of courſe, that, as ſuch, they are to 
be honoured ; and in depriving our author- 
of his ſalvos for refiſting them, we, at the , 
fame time, take from him his pleas tos. 
deſpi6ng them. The precept for honour - 
ing Rulers, Thou Halt not ſpeak evil of the - 
Ruler of thy people, as well as that for ſub- 
mitting to them, Let every ſoul be ſabjecs | 
to the i ber powers, extends or only to the - 
good and gentle, but to the frownrd alſo : 
if it did not, St. Paul would have had no - 
reaſon, when the high ptieſt commanded 
him to be ſmitten contrary lo The Lam, 
to acknowledge the obligation of it on 
himſelf at that time. Though really; let 
the Doctor s meaſure be as ſcant as it will; 
it muſt be confeſſed, that in the teſtimony . 
he | bears to the natural diſpofition of Tee | 


he 


K 1 


dots'thetn great; honour ; “ for there had 
tt never yet been a bad prinne, he avers,. 
% but for the flagitibus' flattery of bad | 


«© ſybjeQs,” How much better is it then, 


6 that the heart of the King - ſhould ba 
1 in the hand of the Lord, to turn whis, 
- # therſoeyer he will, than in the Hende 


of the people, to turn whitherſoever they 


will! how much more for the 'huppinel | 


of the community, that he ſhould be tho 


miniſter of God, than the miniſter of tha 
1. But if the Doctor thinks to com. 
promiſo the matter; and that by laying the 
original blame on . the ſubjects iniquity,” 
he may traduce the Royal martyr at ple 
ſure, without cenſure, he is greatly miſta . 


ken. Nothing can be more injurious and 
diſhonourable, than to repreſent him as a 


tyrant, when © he had a tenderneſs and 
of nature which reſtrained 


2 
. him from ever doing a. hard-hearted 


© thing,” and when none of his ſubjects, 
perſon, were out 


however diſtant from his 
of the ſphere of his affection. Not, if we 


conſider his unfeigned piety, his ſttict 


tetnperante, his ſpotleſs purity, his utter 
Word of the fins of unfaithfulneſe; can 


any 


* 


1 


any thing be more enalibious and unjuſt, 
+ A the aſſertion; that the kind of 2 — 
nour by which Charles the Firſt unhap- 
pily % bit life (the Rxetus Prefaſor's 


candid phraſe for his being wickedly mur- 


red) was that which flattered his follies, 
and miniſtered to his vices. It was, I 
will allow, the flagitous flattery of bad 
« ſubjects, that brought his ſacred head 
to the block; but then it was the Hatiery 
of thoſe” *« buſy! mockers,” who promiſed 
to make bim 4 glorious king; and could 
deviſe no better way of doing it, than by 
giving him an opportunity, after ihe ex- 
ample of his bleſſed Saviour, to pray for 


his murderers.” All I ſhall obſerve farther 


under this head is, that no ſovereign, 
however good and gracious, can have the 
leaſt dependence on thoſe ſubjects, for 
the tribute of due honour, who revile the 
memory of ſuch a prince as Charles the 
. King and Martyr. Fo 
The great bleſſing of liberty, boch civil 
ne: religious, which we of this nation 
enjoy in ſo eminent a degree, comes now | 
to be conſidered. As to what the Doctor 


. in regard to Civil Liberty, I wel an, | 


(* 


n that it ay rather ſurpriſing he 


ſhould be poſſeſſed) with ſuch zn anxious 
Bins og of the means, by which it 


may be impaired,” as he profeſſes to 
be; when he acknowledges ſo much to 


habe been re even in this reign, for 


cual preſervation of it. It 
looks a as if his fears increaſed: in in 
the ſame proportion as the danger leſſened; 

and he ſeems to have that . faintneſs of. 
« heart” upon him in the nd of. his. 


friends, which was to come upon the 


Jews in the land of their enemies; 22 the 
found of a ſhaken leaf chaſes him, he 


, fleeth as fleeing from a ſword; and falls 
when none purſueth. He had better 


to my mind, diſmiſs theſe brain-ſick ap- 
probienfions, take the advice of the Sago, 
8 and in "7: ay of Profperity. te 


"On the . a our religious liberty, I 


mut beg leave to be a little more particu- 


lar. That it is a bleſſing which we 


* ſeem not to think of with the gratitude 
we ought” I readily allow with the Doc- 
tor; for there are too many amongſt us, 


ſome 


who ue it Je a cloak of malicjouſueſs. In 


ſome other points 1 we may not FR 1 
gree ſo well, It is not (he obſerves) om 
er popery alone, that we want to be ſecur⸗- 
« ed; there may be en where 
« there is no popery. Tes, there may 


be perſecution from 


the Jaſt contury, and in America at this' 
time are convincing proofs of it. And the 
perſecution from p pre ſbyteriani im is not leſs. 


to de dreaded than * from popery ; nor 
have we greater need of ſecurity from the! 
one than from the other. To- this it was 
natural enough to ſuppoſe our author was 


alluding ; bot it was no ſuch thing. It is, 
it ſeems, from epiſcopacy and not from» 


preſbyterianiſm that we want to be ſcenred; 


it is from that quarter he ſuſpects **: there 
„muy be perſeemion.z”: and therefore it 
is, he felicitates himſelf, that * our princes 
« fince the Revolution have very: hu- 
« manely forbidden the eſtabliſned church 
« to look'down with a. dormineering eye 
„upon our -diflenting 


learn, that it was of a perſecuting ſpirit; her 


fore the Revoluti op?-Nothing can he move. 
contrary 


profbyterianiſm ; the 
ſufferings of the epiſcopal church here in 


| . brethren.” - But | 
where did this faithful ſon of the church 


ff . 
b « 
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| qontraty to its doftrines: , From the. ber: 
nning it claimed, no 1 authority ry 
it.cxerciſed none; and how then could it 
be a perſecuting church 7. When any ſect 
maintains; principles inconſiſtent wit the 
peace and good order of ſociety, the civil 
magiſttate, I preſume, may be allowed to 
reſtrain by law the public profeſſion of that 
ſe z otherwiſe; he is the guardian of the 
pegce, virtue, and intereſts | of theg mur 
pity to little, purpoſe. That M ſeQs 
which overturned, our conſtitutian ig 
- church and ſtate in the laſt century, main 
fained principles inconſiſtent with the peace 
and good order of ſociety, I think can 
hardly be denied. To reſtrain ſuch ſects 
therefore by law, after the Reſtoration, un- 
dier penalties in ſome degree proportionahlę 
to the danger threatened by them, Was 
ſurely juſtifiable. Whatever. was done in 
that reſpect was the act of the tate, not 
of the church, and therefore the church 
was not anſwerable for it. They were, 
however, laid under ſuch reſtrictions pnly | 
as were tely neceſſary for the ſecu- 
rity of the ſtate, and to 1 the ſame 
diſmal tragedy from beiag ated over again, 
hich was. then * freſh. in erer one 


* 4 - a Ln 


„ | 
| memory; ; fo that neither had the ate any 
thing to reproach itſelf with on that ſcore. 
But Lad the ſufferings of the ſectaries been 
equal to what was pretended, (which they 
certainly were not) there could be no plea 
for calling it perſecution ; for that implies 
ſoffering for [righteouſneſs fake ; wherets, | 
it was not in the cauſe of faith, bot of fac- 
| Yon that they ſuffered.” And theſe things 
being confidered, I do not well ſee how 
the Doctor is to be acquitted' of bearing 
| Falſe witneſs againſt both church and ſtate, 
in repreſenting them as of a png 
ſpirir, 1 
However, „if the diflepiers are ſtill 
| * compelled to contribute towards the 
maintenance of the eſtabliſhed clergy,” 
the proſeſſor thinks, “they ſhould not 
e conſider that circumſtance as either an 
« injuſtice, or a hardſhip.” Why, as he is 
one of the eſtabliſhed clergy, to be ſure 
| they ſhould not. Though poffibly, that 
. ene may ſtrike him more forcibly 
khan it does them; and it may not appear 
fo clear to them, thar, becauſe * it is. as 
t reaſonable they ſhould be obliged to 
«© contribute their quota for that purpoſe, 
as for any other purpoſe, civiF or mili- 
«© tary, 


; 


e 


4. tary, which they may bappen to think x 
10 inexpedient, it is therefore not av in- - 


Juſtice not a hardſhip; they may think ite 


being only as reaſonable, as that which they 
judge unreaſonable, is no recommendation 


of it; and that the; proving it an additional 


hardſhip, is a poor inducement to them to 


conſider it as no hardſhip at all. 


But * they have, perbaps, much greater 
« reaſon. (ſays the Doctor) to complain, 


% that they are ſtill compelled to aſſent to 
s« the doctrines of our church.” This he 
may call chriftian charity ; to me it ſeems 
more like Laodicean lukewarmneſs; for as 
the doctrines of our church (to the truth 
of which he has ſubſcribed) are the 
doctrines of the goſpel, is it not being ex- 


tremely languid, inſtead of * zealouſly | 


« affected in a good thing” to account it 


as a reaſonable ground of complaint againſt | 


the ſtate, that-it requires ſecurity of thoſe 
who want, to be teachers, that © they teach 


* no other doctrine?“ The diſſenters, 


however, who believe the doctrines of our 


church, are ſatisfied they have no reaſon 


to complain, that they are compelled to 
declare their aſſent to them before they 


commence teachers ; ; they ſee the neceſſity 
I 2 ot: 


— — 1 — ——— —L * 


— — — — Is 161 
—— — — 
— — 


— ——— 
— — — 
— — — 


— 
— 


1 
1 
1 
i 
! 
| 
j 
| 


(60) 


of the law requiring ſuch ſubſcription; 


and with it not to be abrogated but con- 
tinue in full force; as was evident from 
their petition to parliament againſtthe re- 
peal of it, at the time when another party 
petitioned for the repeal of it. And as to 
the diſſenters, who believe them not, whats 
ever they may think, they have really no 
reaſon to complain; for not being com- 
pelled to became teachers, they are not 
compelled to aſſent to the doctrines of the 
church, and therefore, let their complaint 


be ever ſo loud, hoy are to oy: 17 wit 5 


garded. 

% The time, r an come” FY 
ſeems) *« when the wiſdom of Nen. 
« will grant them full relief.“ But let us 
hope i it will not. I muſt confeſs I ſhould. 


= think it no proof of the DoQor's wiſdom, 


nor of his tender concern for the welfare, 
either of himſelf or family, to receive. intq. 
his houſe as an inſtructor, and bid God 
ſpeed to any one, who ſhould. claim as a2 


natural right, the liberty of openly de- 


e nying the Lord that bought him,” and 
of teaching for doctrines, that the ſervant i 
above his maſter, that children may be 


e, to Parents, we wives not fab» - 


* 


* 
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mit themſelvet to their own huſbands; 
Nor would it in my opinion, be any de» 
monſtration of the wiſdom: or -goodneſs of 
government to grant full relief from all 
teſts and ſubſcriptions, to theſe murmure 
d ets, theſe complainers,” of whom ho 
ſpeaks. For who are they? Are they not the 
 Priefileys and the Prices, * thoſe raging waves 
4+ of the ſea, foaming out their own ſhame, 
u who deſpiſe dominion and ſpeak evil of 
e dignities“ ? And of what js it they com- 
plain.? Is it not that they are reſtrained 
from publickly oppoſing: and —_ 
againſt thoſe doctrines of thechurgh, which 
are the eſſential doctrines of Chriſtianity? ? 
The law was made for them; their com. 
plaint againſt it evinces'the neceſſity of it; 
und ſhall that which proves its neceſſity be 
made the occaſion of its repeal ? «© Theſe 
« be they who ſeparate themſelves ;” and 
if government ſhould open wide the doors 
to theſe *mockers, walking after their un- 1 
6 podly luſts, to bring in”, not privily, .-, = 
but publickly, “ their damnable hereſies" , "tf he 
and propagate their monſtrous opinions, it 
would very ill diſcharge the duty of admi- 
Wop oor 40 to the puniſhment of 
e wickedneſs 
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wickedneſs and vice, and to the mainte 
'* nance of God's true religion and virtue.“ 5 
As to the Doctor's wiſhing for that day 
to come, when 74e/e diſſenters ſhall have 
| no more occaſion to ſay, the fathers baue 
| eaten a ſour grape, and the childrens. teeth © 
are ſet on edge, 1 wiſh no leſs heartily than 
he does, that their teeth were not ſet on ll 
edge; but then I wiſh they would, for that 5 
purpoſe, leave off eating ſour grapes. It 
is not becauſe their fathers, but becauſe they 
themſelves have eaten the ſour grapes of 
| __ diſobedience, that their teeth are ſet on | 
edge. If they would but * ſee all the fins . 
« that their fathers have done, conſider 
4 them, and do not ſuch like,” they would 
then acknowledge the ways of government 
towards them to have _ equal, and their 
own ways unequal. 
And that * the, hen principles of 4 
their anceſtors be no more remembered | 
« to their diſcredit,” which the Doctor 
4, alſo moſt earneſtly wiſhes, is it not neceſ- 
ſary they ſhould themſelves renounce them? 
If they daily remind us of thoſe intolerant 
principles by an open avowal of the ſame, ' 
and, by doing, juſtify the deeds of their 
Fathers, how can we FR forget them ? 
When 


7. N id * 
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en we reflect, that the plan of opera- 


tions they are now carrying on in America 


; has nothing leſs for its object than the to- 


tab extirpation of monarchy and epiſcopa- 
ey ; and that all they who preſerve invio- 


late their Joyalty-to the King and their e- 
2 to the church do therefore endure a 


1 great fight of afflictions, are ſpoiled of 
«« their goods, have trial of cruel. mock- 
46 inge, yea, ' moreover, of bonds and im- 


25 priſdnment, and wander about, being 
e deſtitute; what can we think of theſe 
adverſaries of our Jeruſalem ? Muſt wwe not 


conclude, that they are the deſcendents of 
thoſe unreaſonable and cruel men, who de» 


_ clared that to tolerate the church of Eng- 


land would be toeſtabliſh iniquity by law; 
that they are © the children of them who 
% killed the Prophets.“ So far are they, 
we ſoe, from renouncing the intolerant 


pfriniples and practices of their anceſtore, 
that the avowal of them they count their 
greateſt glory; and why then ſhould /e be 
| backward to remember them to the 


ſbame? Nay, it will. be our folly and od | 


reproach, ſince we are not ignorant of their 


Ne ſo to vg them as to n our- 


Mist A ideen . ſelves 
* P a . . 


s * 


. 


ſelves to become a an 0 gory: unto. their 

i teeth. n eee 

. Stn are the, people, Nhe. 

1 Aale Ity and zeal for the proteſtant ſug 2 

© ceſſion, the Profeſſor hopes © will mest | 

"1 with a full reward in a complete tolera cx 

* tion.“ Hany man love not the Lord Jeſus 

e, let him be ANATHEMA, ſays: the 

„ as it ſtands in the common edi- — 9 

| tions of the New Teſtament, 1 Cor. vi. 

22.—but ſurely, in the Doctor's dopy it 

muſt bo iet him be 'FOLERATED 5 Others  _. 

wiſe, one ſhould ſuppoſe, he could .not 

think of pleading for a plenary indulgence 

to thoſe men, who *< denying the Lord 

« that bought them” to be the Lord, 

abide not in the doctrine of Chriſt, | buf. 

* turn religion into rebellion, and faith 

5 * into faction.” The diſſenters, who be- 

lieve the Chriftian verities, are content wia 
the toleration they now enjoy, and maia- 

tain their allegiance to their ſovereign; bor 

an Proteſtant ſucceſſion in the houſe of . _— : 

Manover would ſoon come to a fearful end, E 

. . it bad ho better ſupport than che lor 
7 alty and zeal of the deiſtieal tribe of ſopa- 

ratiſts, a faction ever inſatiable in their de- 


mands, implacable under diſappointment, 
| ge: 


o 


s 
__— 
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| days ant mhen 6 in e and rebels 
—_ . when out of power. © The church of Eng: 


and, "which icli all reſiſtance of the 
* 1 civi uthority, is the beſt friend to the | 
WM 1 61 e ' atid the only one, "as 
n 2 ſaddeſt experience aſſures us, whoſe - 
Toyalty abd Zeal may be depended on when 
perſecution condeth, If we examine into 
8 conduct of our epiſcopal brethren ih A- 
merica at this time, ſhall we not find, that 
the clergy, 7. -notwith ſtanding the diabolicat 
rage and. malice of 4 ſchiſmatical republi⸗ 
can  fadtioti, have been 6: inſtanit, in ſeaſon 
CLE and out of ſedſon'” in exhörting thoſe 
com mitted to their care, 2d ſitbmit tbem- 
| Thee” 70 ebe erdinance of” man for, the 
Lords s , ſake ; whether 1¹ be 70 the "King as 
ſupreme ; ; or unto governors, bs Unto theth 
that are ſent Bin A t render to all 
te ' their dues, tribute to whom tribute; "cuſs 
Ka tom 40 whom ciftam;* fear to whom 
= ' & fear, and honour to whom honour ;” aid 
1 5 re not they, and their people; the faith - 
1 6 ful few, who have hot ſwerved, i in the perf. 
- Jous time of tfial, from their duty to God 
_and the King. "Theſe are inſtances indeed 
| 2 loy alty And 'z6al for the Proteſtant ſuc- 


4 zecke J Wh. en tie Doctors efiarity flamed 
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it had 


not been arniſa if 


abundant mito is be TR that 5 
of courting * and rr and = 1 


E; could ever govern, : 


© ever pleaſe,” proper Tra hs had | 
deen given to the chureh of England in 
America, and epiſcopacy long' ago ferthed ed, 
among. them, as as they had a right to ek 
better principles would have deen 4 


preſent unnatural rebellion tad been pre _ 

vented, and the Americans might till have „ 

Deen a williog and obedient people. 
But whatever may have been the caſ egg 


zn times it is to be, hoped out rulers 1 
will now ſee the things which beloog 1 unto 7 
their. peace; and that the wretched 1 policy 1 
of obliging enemies who will never be 
gi ed by indulgenee, at the expence bs 


ends who: may be loſt by neglect, ir 5 1 
net prevail in future. That rebellion, will — 
not be conſidered as a neceſſary qualifica- 


tion for any place of truſt in government 3 


. e 2 
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34 - bat! | not be thought the moſt fit to 1 
hae the Kiüg their maſter, who-main= 93 
= that he'is their (eryant;; nor they the Pate 
. properel perſons to guard. the throne; who r 
gre as ready on the leaſt difgu ; 1" 
the ſcaffold. 1s reſpect to the Colonies; „ 
it is evident, I think, beyond contradiction, oi 
that to ſecure their obedience, no way can 15 
de ſo effectual as a regular eſtabliſhinent 
of the church. of Fagkead. ih refident „„ | 
3 ithops; | and an exclufion of difſenters "I 
- Ws from. a ſhare in the Civil government, A 
Tu the. peop ple are better inſtructed in _ 
| e « luty of Chriſtian ſubjection, hey wil * *- 8 
de prone to rebel; and if the reſtlefs facs 0 
tion, which haye been the authors of „ 
preſent. diſturbances, are permitted . to - 
Poſſeſe any conſiderable branch of power. 
it will enable them to diſturb the govern- 
ment; and the conſtitution, as well eccle-. 
= Gaſtical- as civil, will be in perpetual. 
dang er from then; As therefore, 'the 
; effablifument of the epiſcopal church in 8 
| | America, and the excluſion. of diſſentets 1 
= from places of truſt ate ſo eſſential tothe _ 
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peace of the whole empire, every fincere 


9 


friend to the real intereſt both of Great 


Britain and America, will wiſh that theſe 
points may be duly attended to in the 
new ſettlement of the Colony govern- 
ments, neceſſarily to take place, if it ſhall 


pleaſe God to crown his Majeſty's s arms 


with that ſucceſs, for which every faithful 
ſubjec (and the Profeſſor, I truſt, eg 
the reſt) moſt ardently prays. 

* But left © ] ſhould weary out your 
2 patience (if J have not done it already) 


* to ſay nothing. of my own,” or of Dr, 


Watſox' s (for certainly as I have taken the 


pains to read his performance, he will be 


ſo polite as fo read mine) I will now con? 


clude my remarks. « I may not probably 
** haye conyinced him, that he i is wron 


« in any thing which he has advanced " 


or that the” ſcripture 40 authorities he 


2 has quoted, will not ſupport him in 


te the inferences - he has drawn from 
: them” in fayqur of reſiſtanee; EY * 2) 


dee an Apology for Chriſtianity, in a Series of 
Letters addreſſed to Edward Gibbon Eſq. by 


Richard Watſon, D. D. F. R. S. p. 199, 200, 


201. | 9 


P L may f 


4 
21 may pets have had the good foro 
tune to leſſen, in the minds of others, 
ſome of that prejudice againſt the Revo- 
lution, „ ſome of that diſlike to the 
Chriſtian” doctrine of Paſſive Obedience, 
«which the peruſal of his ſermon had un- 
« happily excited.” „Sorry ſhall I be, 
« if what I have written, ſhould give the 
i Jeaſt interruption to the proſecution! of 
* any work” of the ſame nature with % 
Apology for Chriſtianity, e in which he may 
be engaged but very happy ſhould T be 
to prevent his dabbling any more in poli- 
ties; for I muſt confeſs I cannot carry 


complaiſance to him ſo far as he does, fo. | 


Mr. Gibbon; and, in my opinion, he hab 
rather exceeded in the meaſure, fince he 
certainly would have more reaſon to rejoice 
than be ſorry for interrupting the proſecu- 
tion of a work, which has a tendency, as 
he obſerves, © to excite in the minds of its 
#* readers a diſlike to the Chriſtian religion. . 
„The world is now poſſeſſed of the opi- 
“ nion of us both, upon the ſubject“ of 
government; and poſſibly we may one way 
pr other come to be poſſeſſed of its opinion 
of us. It is a complaint of Lord Clarendon, 
| ig his Dialogue 3 Education, 
1 10 that 


4b 


« 7⁵ 


v. ſon; againſt the civil ag well as againſt the 
ic eceleſtaſtical government, the government 


, in all the places where thoſe Jernimerine 
ec were, being merely popular.“ Had hig | 
lordſhip lived in our days, be might have 
made the ſame complaint; but had he ſeen 
the Profeſſors two ſermons, his opinion poſe = 
 fably would have been, that our great men 
need. nat be at the trouble of ſending their 
ſons to ſeminaries abroad, for the purpoſe 
of © ſucking in all manner of poiſon againſt 


60 our civil and eccleſiaſtical governments. 
Be that as it may, the world, as I ſaid be- 


fore, is now poſſeſſed of the qpinion of us 


both on the ſubject, and the Doctor may 


Have his reaſons Why © it may be proper 


e for us both to leave it in this Rate,” „The 


. almoſt. inſuperable reluctance we feel to 
i bandying of abufye argument, and not 


17 any backwardnels to acknowledge qur 


e miſtakes, 


that too men of » the great men in bis 
i time being without that affection and | 
t zeal for the government of the church 
% that they ought to have bad, caſt aa m 
, putation of debauchery on or Uni ,j,ñL - 
ties, that they might have an excuſe for 
s ſending 0100 ons to thoſe places abroad, 
«. where they ſucked in all manner of poi- 
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8 the froward petulance of . who _ 1 


i ER E miſtake perſonal invective for reaſon- 1 Wu 


_ ET « ing, and clumſy banter for ingenuity,” . 


but then it is a di greedble-one ; though © A 
| 4 cannot think wil the ee _ SS 
” „ it is a dirty buſineſs at 1 3 
T never be undertaken | 2 


e614 mper, exekpt w 
RL. ! truth may ſuffer 
95 25 only by men of temper, s. and whe 

it is to ſerve the intereſts of truth, it 


| ſurely by no means” a dirty boſinefs. 
| - Had I the Doctor's talents and temper, . 
. uld Have noi pbje tion to the'taſk 


5 2 ;Bpon occaſion, and if be has met with an' 
4 * of that froward petulance he 'mentions 
he would do well: to chaſtiſe it, rr 
A e the rod and e give wiſdot ;” 
of dut then ber. * be very ſure, . 
4 | that t | 


Ns 


N. be has not 1 "revloting> Jo” „ 
. nal inveRiive, and ingenuity for clumſy " M0 
1 banter; leſt, inſtead of ctictifng other, - . '- if 
- Ll he be found only * prepare a roch Tor his fl 
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